PREFACE.                                      Til

which are performed, with the many risks and responsi-
bilities undertaken, by those who faithfully fulfil the
calling of a banker.

Just a brief word may be offered by way of explana-
tion of the title. There are others that would possibly
have been more appropriate, and less suggestive of a
work of fiction. It may, however, be said that such
titles as " Banker and Customer " have had the changes
fairly rung upon them, and it can at any rate be
claimed that the one selected has the merit of bringing
the personal element into prominent relief.
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